men, 
been 
oted 
0 the 
unity 
slions 
8 are 
XCep- 
mber 
why 
@ our 


On 4 


sing ” 
y the 
> Jack 
s Or 
e this 

then 


SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT. 


BULLETIN OF INTERNATIONAL NEWS. 











SUPPLEMENT No. 13. 29th AuGuUST, 1929. 








EXTRACTS FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 
[ssUED BY THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BY 
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE INFORMATION SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS. 


Extracts from the Chinese Press, both vernacular and English, will 
be published as @ Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order 
that those interested in Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner 
in which current events are presented to the Chinese people. Every effort 
is made to obtain representative extracts and to secure an accurate transla- 
tion. It will, of course, be understood that the publication of them does 
not imply approval of the opinions expressed nor a guarantee that the 
facts stated in them are not distorted, incorrect or biased. 


THE RUSSIAN QUESTION. 
From the Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), June 22nd, 1929. 

In a leading article under the heading ‘“‘ The Russian Question,’ 
the writer says that Russia constitutes a very serious problem for 
China, especially in view of the present international situation. With 
the advent to power of the Conservatives on the defeat of the 
Labour Government in 1924, British relations with Russia changed 
for the worse and this reacted on the latter’s relations with other 
Powers. British and French policy aimed at using Poland and 
Rumania as a bulwark against Russian penetration westwards as 
well as detaching these two Powers, as well as Turkey, from their 
pro-Russian leanings; the important thing was to prevent Russia 
irom making use of her full strength. At that time the Third 
international was supporting the Chinese Revolutionary Party, and 
actively opposing Great Britain in Canton ; to counteract this Great 
britain pursued a more actively anti-Russian policy in Europe, while 
Russia, in retaliation, gave an increasingly effective assistance to the 
anti-British movement in China. The situation at the present moment 
is entirely different. The ousting of the Communists from Shanghai 
on April 12th, 1927, constituted a complete defeat for Soviet Russia, 
and later in the year the Soviet atrocities of December 10th, resulting 
i the severance of relations, achieved the final overthrow of a 
Russian control of China which had lasted some few years. The 
Yommunist propaganda still continued, but Russia’s hopes and aims 





had received a severe set-back. The relations between Great Britain 
and China underwent a radical change, and a new era may be said 
to have been inaugurated. Since Russia’s collapse in China she ha; 
pursued a negative policy in the Far East and her relations wit) 
Great Britain have become more friendly. 

China’s declaration, three years ago, that she would assist the 
oppressed nations and strive for equality of treatment for hersel 
was interpreted as a further step towards world revolution; the 
world was startled and feared that China would become a seconj 
Russia. This was a complete misapprehension on the part of “‘ Red,” 
and ‘‘ Whites’ alike. For years China’s demands have been limited 
to the amendment of the unequal treaties and what she looks fo; 
from the Powers is nothing more or less than her independence ; she 
has no particular leanings in any direction nor does she harbouw 
ill-feeling against any individual Power. 

As to Russia, all we require from her is proof that she has no 
aggressive designs on us and that she will not engage in active 
propaganda ; in that event we should resume normal relations and 
accord her the usual treatment prescribed by the law of nations. 
Not so long ago immature youths were chanting the coming world 
revolution ; now the mere mention of the name of Russia conjures 
up visions of an enemy of the State, like the northern expedition 
in the time of the Northern régime. It really is too contemptible. 
To-day of all the Powers the United States is the only one whieh 
has no relations with Russia. Soviet Russia is not a menace to any 
country. If the Labour Government cultivates more intimate 
relations with Russia British public opinion will of a certainty suppor 
its policy—very different from what happened four years ago. 
Meanwhile, our Government still cherishes the ill-feeling aroused by 
the tragic events of 1927 and take no steps either to prevent th 
spread of communism or to preserve peace on the frontier. 


CHINA AND THE POWERS. 
From the Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), June 25th, 1929. 


In a leading article under the heading ‘‘ Weihaiwei Negotiations © 
the writer says that the British Minister, after several conversations 
which came to nothing, has now gone north and the negotiation: 
have stopped for the time being. The last points raised are the 
stationing of troops in Liukungtao for a period of ten years and tle 
disposal of Government property in Weihaiwei, and the British have 
made a firm stand on the agreement they came to with the Norther 
Government ; what they granted to the northerners they will grat! 
to us, but absolutely nothing more. This shows their attitude. 

The Labour Government has hitherto been credited with good 
intentions towards China. In 1927, when the Conservative Cabinet 
decided to send troops to China, the Labour Party, in Parliameni, 
strongly opposed such a course and urged the recognition of ae 
National Government ; Mr. Baldwin’s Government, however, caret 
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it their intentions, and thereafter the Labour Party observed a 
hiscreet silence, and during the past two years has had no special 
policy vis-a-vis China. The reasons for this are threefold: (1) The 
policy of the Conservative Government towards China gradually 
became more friendly and approximated more to Labour's ideas. 
}) When the northern expeditition started it had the support of 
nternational Labour, Red and White alike, but after its close, when 
ie political situation changed, the spirit animating the new Govern- 
ment was not appreciated in Europe. The British Labour Party, 
hich is opposed only to Communism and Bolshevism, is composed 
ntirely of the Labour element, and consequently it became cold 
n its attitude towards the Chinese administration. (3) The foreign 
policy of the Labour Party is, first and foremost, peace, and shows 
ttle of the colour of a military State ; their economic policy, never- 
heless, is in no way different from that of an imperialist Power. 
his is clearly proved by their attitude towards the ‘““ Home Rule ”’ 
movement in India, which is not very diiferent from that of the 
‘onservatives. The advent of a Labour Government was welcomed 

this country in the hope of better relations with Great Britain ; 
but the sole benefit China will derive from the Labour Government 
ill be the great influence their foreign policy will exert towards the 
eduction of armaments and the preservation of peace. As far as 
‘hina individually is concerned the Labour Government will continue 
0 observe the internal administration of the country, and if this 
spires respect it will be possible to abolish the unequal treaties ; 
ptherwise they will adopt an attitude of watchful waiting and politely 
efuse us any favours. The result will be just the same as with a 
‘onservative Government. And Great Britain will not be alone 
iher attitude. The new President of the United States, Mr. Hoover, 
as consistently expressed sympathy with China’s aspirations, but 
bu the most recent subject of consular jurisdiction it is anticipated 
hat his reply, when it does arrive, will be confined to stereotyped 
xpressions of sympathy and will by no means indicate an immediate 
ompliance with China’s request. The revision of the British treaty 
las recently been broached, but they will adopt the same attitude as 
merica. 

We Chinese must awaken to the fact that our diplomacy during 
he past twelve months has obtained nothing for us which we had 
ot already got under the old Peking Government. ‘Take the tariff 
uestion, for instance ; all that is at present enforced is the 2} per 
elt. surtax granted by the Tariff Conference ; for a national tariff 
e still have to wait. Take the Japanese commercial treaty. In 
hang Tso-lin’s time there were several conferences, and now Mr. Wang 
‘egotiating with the Japanese Minister. But the Japanese attitude 
‘just the same as before ; in connection with the tariff they demand 
“iprocal advantages; consular jurisdiction—abolition must be 
pradual ; inland navigation—they must retain their old rights and 
nvileges ; concessions—they are not unanimous as to their surrender. 
‘th regard to the abolition of consular jurisdiction all the Powers 
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take their stand on the report of the International Extra-territoriajit, 
Commission of 1927. This also is a product of the Peking Governmey, 
Then, again, Weihaiwei is the first matter the Labour Governmey; 
has to deal with, and the British insist on maintaining the agreemey; 
entered into with the Peking Government and would not care jf tip 
negotiations were broken off for a time. All this goes to prove thy 
in diplomacy talking is easy enough, but to achieve any coneretp 
result is very difficult. 

The root of the matter is that none of the Powers have show 
any respect for our Administration, and Weihaiwei is only one instane 
of it. Heaven helps those who help themselves. Henceforth we 
must rely on our own unaided efforts. 


VEXATIOUS TAXES. 


From the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), April 17th, 1929. 

In a leading article under the heading “ Vexatious Taxes” tl 
writer says that Mr. Sung, the Minister of Finance, has announced 
that he has a plan for dealing with vexatious taxation; this is; 
matter of urgent importance, and the writer hopes that it will ) 
taken in hand at once. 

This vexatious taxation, he continues, is an unhappy legacy fron 
the military régime, and was designed almost entirely to meet tem 
porary military necessities; it was harsh and cruel and took u 
account of the people. Since the establishment of the Nationa 
Government, although the militarists have been eliminated, taxatia 
has not been centralised, and it has been difficult to improve con 
ditions. Remedial measures have, accordingly, been delayed; bw 
now the moment has arrived and a plan formulated, and a speed 
rescue of the people from these exactions may be looked for. 

Some timid people hold that, whilst it is possible to do away will 
these taxes, the sources of revenue must not be lost sight of ; othe 
maintain that the loss must be made up from other sources. The 
people have not realised that vexatious taxes can only meet tl 
necessities of military urgency. Since the country has been unile 
generally speaking, not only has the revenue not increased, but thes 
taxes have actually done harm. For, these vexatious taxes Dell 
very numerous, traders regard them as a deterrent, and they actuall 
act in restraint of trade, to the disadvantage of Government @ 
people alike ; ill-advised taxes, although they yield revenue, redil 
to no small extent the revenues from taxation proper. [rom th! 
follows that with the elimination of these vexatious taxes, irade ¥ 
certainly develop and the revenue from healthy sources of axatl 
expand. The sources of revenue will suffice without ‘inding 
substitute for the taxes abolished. 





Fror 
and 

the < 
says 
Ove 
Mint. 


posit: 
their 

to be 
Tespo} 
are ni 
hope. 

Th 
in the 
the eo 
be no 

in exis 
people 
that t] 
homing 
the wh 
ainta 


